Abdominal tuberculosis.
Over a four-year period, 28 patients with abdominal tuberculosis were seen, of whom 24 were immigrants and 22 under 45 years. Emergency surgery was carried out in 10 patients; another 14 had elective laparotomy. The diagnosis was suspected pre-operatively in 75 per cent of those having elective surgery and 10 per cent of those having emergency laparotomy. Perforated ileal strictures were found in 30 per cent of those with acute symptoms. Half of those with chronic disease had hyperplastic ileocaecal disease and half tuberculous peritonitis. Positive histology was obtained in 23 patients, but culture was positive in only four. The only death was of an elderly white man with a perforated ileal stricture. The four patients treated without surgery showed a rapid symptomatic response to antituberculous drugs.